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of Parliament can include the states in an
Indian Constitution: still less could the Indian
Legislature force the states into a union. So
far as British India is concerned, its Constitu-
tion can be modified or completely altered by
the British Parliament. The demand for
Dominion Status is in essence a demand for
such an alteration by Parliamentary Statute.
But the relationship of the states to the Crown
is not subject to alteration by Parliamentary
enactments. It can only be changed by the
consent of each individual state; in fact, by the
alteration of the treaty, engagement or Sanad
by which the relationship with each particular
state is created. It is clear that such a change
cannot be brought about by any unilateral
Act. To hold the contrary view \vould be to
say that the Crown can legally abolish a state
which it is bound by treaty to protect and
maintain.
Dominion Status for British India must,
therefore, be a result of Parliamentary enact-
ment, and that Parliamentary enactment must
of necessity contain a clause providing for the
continued observance of the treaties with the
Indian States. If this Dominion of British
India is to be enlarged so as to include the